[Posttraumatic syringomyelia developing soon after spinal cord injury. A case report].
We report a case of posttraumatic syringomyelia (PTS) that developed 10 months after spinal cord injury (SCI), A 46-year-old man was involved in a motorcycle accident, in which he received a severe spinal cord injury due to a burst fracture at the T6 level. The patient underwent posterior fixation without decompression at another hospital, and was transferred to our hospital for rehabilitation. Ten months after the SCI, he complained of back and neck pain caused by bending his head backward. MRI showed syringomyelia shaped like a cone extending from the T6 to the C6 level, enlarged by cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) flow toward the syringomyelia at the T6 level. Pain was relieved by syringosubarachnoid shunt implantation and the syrinx disappeared after the operation. PTS emerging 10 months after spinal cord injury is relatively rare. From the radiological and operative findings, PTS was enlarged by the CSF flow, which was hindered at the T6 level by compression of the vertebral body to the spinal cord. In cases of SCI in patients who undergo posterior fixation with insufficient decompression, close attention to PTS is required in the postoperative follow-up.